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what end he had hitherto laboured. Every avenue
to distinction was shut against him; and his acquire-
ments served only to manifest the full extent of his
degraded position. The best test of what they
can do, is what they have done. Their ponderous
and elaborate grammatical systems, their wonder-
fully subtle metaphysical disquisitions, show them
to have a German perseverance and Greek acute-
ness; and they certainly have not failed in poetical
composition. What may we not expect from these
powers of mind, invigorated by the cultivation of
true science, and directed towards worthy objects !
The English, like the Hindus, once wasted their
strength on the recondite parts of school learning.
All that we can say with certainty Is, that the
Hindus are excellent students, and have learned
well up to the point to which their instructors
have as yet conducted them. A new career is now
opened to them: the stores of European know-
ledge have been placed at their disposal: a cul-
\ivated society of their own is growing up : their
activity is stimulated by the prospect of honourable
and lucrative employment. It will be seen what
the next fifty years will bring forth.

To return to the point from which I have di-
gressed ; it is true, that a smattering of English
formerly prevailed to a considerable extent, without